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Across 
theFence 

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER FOR WISCONSIN FEDERATION OF STAMP CLUB MEMBERS 

WHO'S WHO IN THE WFSC 

Member: John Fagan 

Our interview this month is with John Fagan. John was married to Dona Wolf in 1951 
and they live in the village of Menomonee Falls just northwest of Milwaukee. John and 
Dona are the parents of Michael, Patricia and Lori. They have seven grandchildren. 

John is 63 years of age and he retired from the Post Office on July 2, 1987 after 
35 years of service. He was a data collection clerk at the time of his retirement. He 
had also spent 3 years in the military and that time was added to his post office 
service toward his retirement. 

John is a member of the following stamp clubs and organizations --- Milwaukee 
Philatelic Society, Germany Philatelic Society (Chapter #18), North Shore Philatelic 
Society, Wauwatosa Philatelic Society, Billy Mitchell Chapter of the American Air Mail 
Society, American Philatelic Society (25 year member), Aaerican Airmail Society, 
American Topical Association, France and Colonies Philatelic Society, American Society 
of Polar Philatelists, Polar History Society of Great Britain, Canal Zone Study Group, 
Germany Philatelic Society and Philatelic Foundation. Founder me■ber of The Germany 
Philatelic Society (Chapter #18) and President for 12 years. He is Treasurer of the 
Milwaukee Philatelic Society and Librarian for that club as well. He is in the process 
of writing a computer program for the library so that members will know what is 
available, The library has many German books and he is translating the titles to 
English for the members. 

John's youth was spent in Iowa and his stamp collecting began at the age of 12 
when an uncle from Oskaloosa gave him an album. Presently his specialty is France and 
Colonies 1876-1900 Peace and Commerce. Designed and known as J,A. Sage issue, He is 
now preparing his first exhibit using his French material. At one time he collected 
zeppelin stamps of the thirties from around the world. He completed this collection as 
singles and then started collecting covers with these stamps. He accumulated a rather 
nice collection of these covers and a few years back he sold this collection. It was 
the basis of an auction at the time. He put together zeppelin prograas using his 
covers which he has put on for many local clubs. He has since donated these prograas 
to the Germany Philatelic Society. 

John and his wife have property in Northern Wisconsin and this occupies some of 
his time. He also has his own print shop with an offset press, caaera, platemaker and 
cutter. He has been very generous with this printing press when it comes to philatelic 
matters in the past. He presently prints this newsletter, "ACROSS THE FENCE" for the 
Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs. He also has printed programs and souvenir cards 
for the Greater Milwaukee Area Philatelists Dinner. He likes canoeing and hiking. He 
does not fish. He and his wife have done quite a bit traveling. At one ti■e he was an 
Explorer Scout advisor for the Boy Scouts. 

John advises that everyone should read about- the hobby. 
important. Knowledge makes the hobby so much more enjoyable. He 
just on the subject of France and Colonies 1876 to 1900, so it 
practices what he preaches. 

Literature is ■ost 
hi■self has 50 books 

is evident that he 

We wish John all the best in the future and are grateful for all that he has done 
for the hobby. 
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JOINING WITH JUNIORS 

Happy Holidays! 
approaching, there is 
collecting hobby with 
youth. 

With the Christmas season fast 
still time to incorporate the stamp 
activities and gift ideas for the 

It is customary to exchange Christmas cards with 
friends and relatives. Dress up your Christmas mailing with 
a cachet drawing on the envelope. Youngsters can trace 
around cookie cutter designs and color them in. If suffi
cient time has been allowed, consider postmarking your 
holiday greeting cards with a first day cancellation or a 
pictorial cancellation - all obtainable by following USPS 
directives provided in the philatelic press. 

Make your own Christmas "stamp" cards. Cut and fold 
paper to the size of card desired. On the inside, arrange a 
montage of inexpensive stamps and glue to card. On the 
outside front cover, trace a simple design such as a 
Christmas tree shape, sleigh, dove of peace, etc. and cut 
the shape out. Your colorful arrangement of stamps will be 
revealed. A written message on the card's front will 
complete a most unique card. 

Finding stamp related gifts is an all-year project for 
me. I am always on the lookout for items that the collector 
and non-collector alike will appreciate. Yes, even non
collectors may get a philatelic gift from me if it relates 
to a topic, hobby, or interest they have. Thus stamp pins, 
puzzles, and T-shirts may be fair game for them. Some local 
post offices carry these items and other similar items are 
often available through the philatelic outlets in major 
cities and by mail order through the USPS Philatelic 
Catalog. 

Readers may not be aware that Zoe Arts has developed a 
combination coloring book and stamp album. Their Discov
ering the World Activity Kit retails at approximately $15 
and can be found at toy stores. It includes the album, 
stamps, and information to help you get started in the 
hobby. 

Stamp collector cards are available from some dealers. 
The first set to be produced by Virgi'nia Hobby Supply were 
baseball-card-sized illustrations of the 1982 State Bird and 
Flower set. Future plans include reproducing the Wildlife 
America issue. 

The USPS is currently marketing the board game 
Stampin' Collectors "wheel and deal" in an attempt to 
complete sets of four stamps. The game is fun for the whole 
family. 

What else can you do to make it a philatelic Christmas 
for a young one? Stick a packet of stamps in the stocking. 
Put together a beginning stamp collQ't:ting kit: tongs, album, 
hinges, and packet of all-different stamps. Find a colorful 
book about stamp collecting. But above all, plan to set 
aside some time during the holiday season to share your love 
of the hobby with the youngster. Quality time is time well 
worth investing to insure the health of the hobby. 
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JOHN E. FRIERDICH 

STAMPS 

P.O. Box388 
333 Carrington St. 
Waupun, WI 53M3 

Ctl R,ISTCOflS 

RIPON PHILATELIC soaETY 
2nd THURSDAY OF EVERY MONTH 

7 PM - BRAUN'S RESTAURANT 



GRFATER MILWAUKEE ARFA DISTINGUISHED PHII.ATELISf APPRECIATION DINNER 

Late in 1986 a group of stamp collectors fTan Milwuakee were sitting ar<X.JR:l 
talking when the subject of another get together came up. Fran that early dis• 
cussion there developed one of the great annual social events of the Milwaukee 
area philatelic coomunity. After a lot of planning meetings the First Annual 
Appreciation Dinner was held early in 1987. 

'Ihese dinners are held to honor sane philatelist in the area who has contri
hlted greatly to the hobby. The criteria for selecting the guest of honor iocludes 

the words ''nust be an individual who has visibly demonstrated repeatedly his or 
her intere~t in st~ collecting and in developing the interest and enjoyment of 
the hobby for others. 

With a representative fran each of the area clubs (Now nunbering ten) as a 
planning conmittee; with cash contribJtions fran each of the area .clubs; and with 
naninations for a candidate to be consid~red for the honor as the Distinguished 
Pnilatelist, · the event has a broad range of appeal and support. Fach club takes 
a turn being the host club for the event with the host club supplying the camdttee 
chairperson. 

Organizational meetings of the conmittee select a treasurer and a secretary. 
The camdttee also selects a dinner date and time, a location (a local restaurant 
with ample capacity for large crows), and a menu. Sub-conmittees also select and 
distrirute door prizes, provide entertaimtent, and select the honoree. The select
ed honoree is a well-guarded secret until the night of the dinner. All of the 
naninated individuals are honored by recognition at the dinner and with a special 
ribbon presented at the dinner for their contribJtions to philately. 

'Ihe honored guest receives a gift, a souvenir card and a special ribbon as a 
thank you for the contrirution that that person has made to the hobby. The souv
enir card has a different historical work of art fran the area on its cover each 
year. The card includes a picture of the guest, a stamp cancelled with the date 
of the event, the club affiliations of the honoree, offices held and his or her 
philatelic,Jachievements and contribJtions. Fach person attending the dinner also 
receives a copy of the souvenir card as well. These cards have becane very collect
ible and are highly sought after, especially the early ones which are now in short 
supply. 

The success of most organizations, especially non-pr0fit ones depends heavily 
upon volunteers. In the Milwaukee area the stamp clubs encourage and rBlfard these 
vital givers by having this .dinner to recognize the contrirutions that they have 
made. ENery year this event has becane better organized and has better at~endance. 
It has becane popular not only for the collectors rut for thei:t families as well. 
Planning is well under way for the 1992 event and it looks as if this will be the 
best one yet. 

I would like to thank (1) those dealers, individuals, and clubs who placed $2 ads 
and (2) all those clubs who placed the CHRISTMAS GREETING ads in this issue of ATF. 
Response in the latter category was overwhelming. I reali1e (and the ad takers 
reali1e) that these ads are mainly donations to wrsc~ But I also believe they 
upress the essential friendliness of stamp collectors. 

In that spirit of friendliness, I would like to wish all the stamp collector• and 
dealers of Wisconsin a very MERRY CHRISTMAS and a PROSPEROUS HIW YIAR. --Clete 
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Holiday 
Greetings 

~ 

.,,,,~ Sheboygan Stamp Club 



Seasons Greehngs from 

the Waukesha County 

Philatelic Society 

1991 

• 

SEASONS GREETINGS 

FROM THE 

OSHKOSH 
PHILATEUC 
SOQETY 

SEASONS GREETINGS 

FROM THE 
NORTH SHORE 

PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

OF MILWAUKEE 

• 
• • • 
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ffierrp 
<ltbristmas 

GENERAL BILLY MITCHELL CHAPTER 

AMERICAN AIR MAIL SOCIETY 

To wish you a blessed chri~t~ai; 
and a joyful new year. 

OuTAGAMiE PltilATElic SociETY 
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GERMANY PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

CHAPTER No. 18 

"HEINRICH VON STEPHAN" 



MILWAUKEE 
PHILATELIC 

SOCllCTY 

II 
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HAPPY 
NEWYEAR 

Wauwatosa 
Philatelic 

Society 
. · - -·-·- ·- -· .... --- --'---'--~- - ---------·--, 
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1) 29111A 

TOSAPE X ' 9 1 COMMEMORATED SPACE EXPLORATION WI TH A SET OF 
THREE CACHETED COVERS , EACH FRAN KED WI TH ONE OF THE BOO KLET 
PANE STAMPS AND WITH A FLAG CANCEL. 

THE COVERS ARE AVA I LABLE AT $1.25 EACH OR $3 FOR THE SET . 
ORDERS SHOULD BE SENT TO KENT MARTIN, P.O. BOX 13102 , 
WAUWATOSA, WI 53213. A NO. 10 SASE IS REQUESTED. 

' 



--- ADS ---

~trry 
~Rristmas 

Italian - American 
Stamp Club 

STAMP & COIN SHOWS 
DOWNTOWN HOLIDAY INN 

GREEN BAY 

XMAS ......... DEC. BJ 1991 
WINTER ....... FEB. 9J 1992 

BILL ROBINSON 
1641 BRUCE LANE 

GRE~N BAY WI 54313 

1991-1992 
WISCONSiN VALLEY PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

. P.O. Box 71 
Wausau, WI 54402-0071 

Inviting you lo attend our stamp luncllons ll9 llsled here. 
Please hang this card on your bullellns board 

STAMP COLLECTORS 
Why not slop In and visit our - monthly - winier - spring 

stamp bourses - live dealers - Saturday's al 
Howard Johnson's 
10 A.M. lo 4 P.M. 

November 2 January 18 March 14 
December 7 February ; 5 April 11 

WANTED TO BUY 

British Colony Definitive Sets 
Mint NH 

Also Gold and Silver Foils 
Specimen Overprints 

Gordon Lindner 
1002 Amberly Trail 
Green BayJ WI 54311 

(414) 465-6692 

GREEN BAY STAMP SHOP 
1136 W. Mason Street• Green Bay, Wisconsin 54303 

• Stamps and Collections 
Bought and Sold 

• auallfled 
_Appralnla 

Tuesday 3-5 p.m. Thursday 3-7:30 p.m. 
Saturday 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 

499-6886 

FOOTBALL HOLOGRAM 25c envelope, Sept. 9, 1990, Green Bay, WI. Three color 
cachet featuring two football players in action with lettering: Green Bay, 
the Original Title Town. $2/ each. Order from De Juhnke, 3701 Jordan Lane, 
Stevens Point WI 54481 No SASE WFSC 
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SHOW CALENDAR AND REGISTERY 
1992 
FEB 9 CENWISPEX '92✓ CENTRAL WISCONSIN STAMP CLUB. Elks Club, 1132 

Clark St. (Hwy 10 East), Stevens Point. 
FEB 15-16 STAMP SHOW 1992 (formerly KECOPEX), KENOSHA STAMP AND COVER 

CLUB. St. Mark's Auditorium, 7202 Sheridan Rd., Kenosha 
(Contact person: Thomas Elnen, 7620 10th Ave., Kenosha, WI 
53143) 

MAR 6-8 MILCOPEX '92✓ MILWAUKEE PHILATELIC SOCIETY. MECCA, North 6th 
Street and West Kilbourn Avenue, Milwaukee. (Contact Person: 
Roger Szymanski, Box 1980, Milwaukee, WI 53201-1980) 

MAR 21-22 BAYPEX '92✓ GREEN BAY PHILATELIC SOCIETY. Downtowner Motel, 
321 s. Washington, Green Bay. 

APR 11-12 OUTAPEX '92✓ OUTAGAMIE PHILATELIC SOCIETY. Columbus Club, 
2531 N. Richmond, Appleton. 

APR 25-26 SHEPEX '92✓ SHEBOYGAN STAMP CLUB. Sheboygan Rehabilition 
Center, 1305 St. Clair Ave., Sheboygan. 

May 2-3 WISCOPEX '92✓ hosted by the FOND DU LAC STAMP CLUB. Holiday 
Inn, 625 Rolling Meadows Dr., Fond du Lac. (Contact person: 
Fred Ericksen, P.O. Box 821, Fond du Lac, WI 54936-0821) 

ACROSS THE FENCE is 
the official publicatioo o( the 
Wisconsin Federation· of 
Stamp Clubs and is published 
ten times a year. Display ad
vertisting rates are: full 
pago---$30, 1/2 page-$16, 
1/4 pago---$8, 1/8 pqe-$S. 
Want ads (business card size 
31/2" x 2"): $2 per issue; 
must be irepaid. Inquire for 
rates on other setups. Make 
all checks payable to the 
Wisconsin Federation or 
Stamp Clubs. Deadline for 
all material is the 15th of the 
month preceding month of 
publication. Send to: Clere 
Delvaux, Editos, Across the 
Fence, 1827 Aspen Ln., 
Green Bay, WI 54303 -
phone (414) 494-8868. 

WFSC OFFICERS 
PRESIDENT 
Ray Vedder 
410 W. BriarLn. 
Green Bay, WI 54301 

VICE PRESIDENT 
. Greg Schmidt 
870 Bengal Rd. 
Neenah, WI 54956 
CENTRAL OfflCE & SECY. 
Karen Weigt 
4184 Rose Ct. 
Middleton, WI 53562 
(608) 836-1509 
TllEASURER 
Deanna Juhnke 
3701 Jordan Ln. 
Stevens Poinl, WI 54481 
(715) 341-3465 

VP, YOUl'H DIVISION 
MaryAnn Bowman 
P.O. Bax 1451 
Waukeaha, WI 53187 

EAST CENTRAL REGION VP 
Fred F.rlckaea 
Fint Day Cover Collecton of Wilcomin 
Fond du Lie Stamp Club 
Keule Moraine Coin & Stamp Club 
Oahkolb Phil. Soc. 
Ripon Phil. Soc. 
Sheboygan Stamp Cub 
Wucolllin Cbrilbnu Seal & Charity 

Stamp Soc. 
CENTRAL REGION VP 
Roy Northwood 
Central Wucolllin Stamp Cub 
Northwoods Stamp & Coin 

Club (Rbind•ooer) 
Wilconsin Valley Phil. Soc. 

NORTHEAST REGION VP 
Roaer Oswald (appointed to fill VICIDC)') 
Cbain-o-1.aba Stamp Club 
Green Bay Phil. Soc. 
Manitowoc Phil. Soc. 
Outaprnie Phil. Soc. 
Queen City Phil. Soc. 
Wiacolllin Blue & Gray Soc. 
Northwoods Phil. Soc. (Iron ML) 

SOuTHWD'T REGION VP 
Dwane Kaplenk 
BadacrStampClub 
Baraboo Stamp Club 
Janemllo Stamp Cub 
Walworth County Stamp Club 
MILWAUXEE REGION VP 
F.rlk Martini 
Amer. Air Mail Soc. (Billy 

Mitcbell Cipcr.) 
Oamany Phil Soc. 
Italian American Stamp Cub 
Milwaabo Phil Soc. 
North Sboro Phil Soc. of Milw. 
NortbWUlerD Mutual Stamp Cub 
Poliab Amaican Stamp Club 
Wauwa&o1& Phil Soc. 
SOVTIIE,\S'I' REGION VP 
DouatuGalamwlll 
Belle Clty Stamp Club 
Cooney Jllumisrnadat• & 

PhiJ•rcH••· IJd. 
ICmolba Stamp & Cover Cub 
Waublba County Pbil. Soc. 
WilcoDliD Polla1 HiltO!y Sodoty 




